
Study Guide for March 28, 1999 

Series:  The Ten Commandments - A Standard for Today 

Sermon:  The Tenth Commandment - “Don’t Even Think About It!” 

 

1.  Compare how the Tenth Commandment is recorded in Exodus (20:17) versus Deut. (5:21).  What 

       variations do you observe?  How might this be explained?  More personally, when have you found  

       yourself “coveting” your neighbor’s person, possessions, or property? 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  The verb “to covet” refers to a  desire  that has as its goal the acquisition of the object in view.  This 

       may be positive or negative.  In the following verses, note the object that is  desired  and then assign 

       a “+” or “-“ depending on whether it would be beneficial or detrimental to your spiritual life. 

 

A.  Deut. 7:25:                B.  Joshua 7:21: 

 

C.  Ps. 19:10:     D.  Prov. 6:25: 

 

E.  Song of Sol. 2:3:     F.   Micah 2:2 

 

 

3.   The Tenth Commandment is different than #6 - #9 in that it speaks about an internal attitude not just  

      an external action.  It goes to the heart by challenging us to think about our motivation.  Write out  

      the following verses and reflect on what they teach about the significance of the heart for spirituality. 

 

A.  Deut. 6:5: 

 

B.  I Chron 28:9: 

 

C.  Prov. 4:23: 

 

D.  Prov. 14:30: 

 

E.  Matt. 15:19: 

 

4.  God seems to have used the Tenth Commandment in a powerful way in the life of the apostle Paul.   

       Read Rom. 7:7-12.  What effect did this commandment have on Paul?  What conclusions does he    

       draw about the nature of the law and its purpose? 

 

 

 

5.  The positive side of the prohibition against coveting is the cultivation of contentment.  What do the  

       following verses teach about how contentment can become more characteristic of our lives? 

 

A.  Luke 12:13-21: 

 

B.  II Cor. 12:7-10: 

 

C.  Philip. 4:11-12: 

 

       D.   I Tim. 6:6-10: 

         


