
Study Guide for February 26
th

 , 2012.  Slaves of Righteousness:  Romans 6:15-18. 

 

Introduction:  Comment on the phrase, “Freedom is not found in what we want to do.   

                       It is the power to do what is right!” 

 

I.  The Question:  (Rom. 6:15) 

 

A. Compare this question (vs. 15), with the earlier one (vs. 1).    What is similar / diff.? 

 

   B.  Paul utilizes the phrase not under law.  What does this .  . . mean?     . . . not mean? 

 

   C.  Describe the difference between… a)  “Freedom from sin” vs.  b) “Freedom to sin.” 

 

   D.  Have you heard a Christian claim they are free to sin?  When have you thought this? 

 

II.  The Realization:  (Rom. 6:16) 

 

A. Voluntary slavery existed in the Roman Empire.  People in dire poverty could offer  

  themselves as slaves to someone simply in order to be fed and housed.  But they could  

  not expect to give themselves to a slave-master and concurrently retain their freedom. 

 

B. Self-surrender inevitably leads to slavery.  What are the only two outcomes? 

 

1)  Slavery to sin   _________       vs.   2) Slavery to obedience   __________ 

 

C. How does Jesus explain this same truth in Matt. 6:24 & John 8:34? 

 

   D.  Why does Paul here use the term righteousness (instead of life) to contrast death? 

 

III.  The Exchange:  (Rom. 6:17) 

 

   A.  Why do you think Paul interjects the statement, “But thanks be to God!” now? 

 

   B.  What were the Roman believers before their conversion?      How do they live now?  

 

   C.  What do you think the teaching that these believers were entrusted to consisted of? 

 

         1)  I Cor. 15:3-4:              2)  I Thess. 4:1-2:             3)  II Tim. 1:13-14: 

 

   D.  What has helped you move from half-hearted to whole-hearted obedience? 

 

IV.  The New (Liberating) Slavery:  (Rom. 6:18) 

 

   A.  Though we are capable of sin (Rom. 6:12-13), what does our liberation consist of? 

 

   B.  How have you experienced the joy that comes from being a slave to righteousness? 


