
Study Guide for November 24
th

, 2002.  Following Jesus.     Luke 13: 18-30    Kingdom Surprises  

 

Introduction:  Isaiah 55:8 states, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” 

declares the Lord.  When were you recently  surprised upon the recognition of this truth? 

 

I.  The UNEXPECTED means by which the Kingdom advances.  (Luke 13:18-21) 

 

A.  What do the following passages reveal about the Jewish expectation of the Kingdom’s arrival? 

    

 Luke 17:20-21:          Luke 19:11:      Luke 21:7:       Acts 1:6: 

 

B.    The Parable of the Mustard Seed.  (vs. 18-19) 

 

1.  How is the image of a tree used in the following passages?          What does tree mean here? 

 

        a)  Ezek. 17:23:                      b)  Ezek. 31:6:       c)  Dan. 4:12, 21: 

 

    2.    Fill in:  The Kingdom of God starts  _____  but becomes  ______ and provides ________ . 

 

       C.   The Parable of the Yeast.  (vs. 20-21) 

 

1.  Jesus said that the yeast will spread through . . .            (The large amount of flour = 50 lbs.)   

 

 2.    What does this mean for the Kingdom?                  Give an example of this truth. 

 

 

II.  The UNEXPECTED members who will make up the Kingdom.  (Luke 13:22-30) 

 

A.  How many will be saved?  (vs. 22-23) 

 

 1.  Why do you think this question was raised?                      Have you wondered the same thing? 

 

2.  Read Isaiah 60:21.  What answer would the questioner have expected? 

  

B.  The Narrow and soon-shut door.  (vs. 24-27) 

 

 1.   How does Jesus respond to the question? 

 

 2.   On what basis are people excluded from entering?  (see Matt. 7:22-23)    

 

C.  Surprising Insights from Jesus. (vs. 28-30).  Complete the sentence to summarize Jesus’ teaching 

 

1)  (vs. 28)  Some will be _______ ____ and experience  ___________  and __________  when 

they see patriarchs and prophets in the kingdom. 

 

2)  (vs. 29)  Many people will come from _____ and _____ and ______ and ______  to find a 

        place at the  ________  in the Kingdom of God.  

 

        What did this mean for the people who heard Jesus?         What does it mean for us? 

 

 3)    (vs. 30)   There are those who are first, but will be  _____ and, the _______ will be ______ . 

 

Conclusion:  What personal application do you take away from studying this passage. 


