
Study Guide for November 3
rd

, 2002.  Following Jesus.  Text:  Luke 12:49-59  Conflict & Resolution 

 

Introduction:  When have you know someone who stood up for Christ in the face of opposition?  How did  

that person’s witness effect the others around them?  How do you think you’d react if opposed for Christ? 

 

1.  Expecting Opposition for Jesus’ Sake.  (Luke 12:49-51) 

 

A.  Figures of Speech.  How should each of the following phrases Jesus used here be understood? 

 

1)  “Fire on the earth”  (see also Luke 3:16-17) 

 

2)  “Baptism to undergo”  (see also Mark 10:38-39, Rom. 6:3-4) 

 

3)  “Distressed … until it is completed”  (see also Luke 22:41-44) 

 

B.  Division from the Prince of Peace? 

 

1)  In what sense does Jesus bring about peace?  (see Luke 2:14 and John 14:27) 

 

2)  In what sense does Jesus bring about conflict?  (see Matt. 10:21-22, 37 and Luke 14:26-27) 

 

C.  Realism for the journey with Jesus.  Complete the thought from the following verses. 

 

1)  John 15:18-19:  “If the world hates you, . . .  

 

2)  II Timothy 3:12:  “Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus . . .  

 

3)  I Peter 4:12-14:  “Dear friends, do not be surprised at . . . 

 

4)  I John 3:13:  “Do not be surprised, my brothers, if . . .  

 

 

II.  Understanding  Jesus’  Perspective on the Time.  (Luke 12:54-56) 

 

A.  The crowds were able to interpret the  __________  , but failed  to interpret  __________ . 

              (Geographical Note:  In Palestine, a western breeze meant rain coming from the Mediterranean  

                Sea, while a southern breeze meant hot, dry air coming from the desert.) 

 

B.  How do Jesus’ words in Luke 19:41-44 further emphasize this spiritual diagnosis? 

 

C.  In what ways may we (North American Evangelicals) be guilty of the same hypocrisy? 

 

 

III.  Heeding Jesus’ Warning to Seek Reconciliation.  (Luke 12:57-59) 

 

A.  How does Jesus use the illustration of a court room in this section? 

 

B.  How do the words of Paul recorded in II Cor. 5:20-21 communicate the same warning? 

 

              “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 

 We implore you on Christ’s  behalf:  Be reconciled to God.  God made him who had no sin to be  

 sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 

 


