
Study Guide for Feb. 17
th

, 2008.  He Must Increase.  John 3:22-30. 

 

Introduction:  When have you observed someone “humbled” only to become greater? 

 

I.   Jesus – the guarantee of a better covenant. (Heb. 7:22) 

 

A. Review the previous sections by reading and then providing the missing word. 

1)  John 2:1-11:  Jesus provides new _____  to announce the dawn of a new age. 

2)  John 2:12-22:  Jesus points to himself as the new _______  which was his body. 

3)  John 3:1-21:   Jesus speaks of the necessity of new ______  to see the Kingdom. 

 

B. Compare the activity of the early ministry of Jesus. 

1)  What event is highlighted in Matt. 4:12, Mk1:14 & Luke 3:20? 

2)  In light of 1), when must the events of John 3:22-30 have taken place? 

          3)  How could there be confusion between the ministry of John and Jesus? 

 

    C.  Summarize your sense of the key message of Jesus in this initial phase of ministry. 

 

 

II.  The Question of Baptism.  (John 3:22-26) 

 

A. Where did John and his followers go as compared with Jesus and his followers? 

 

B. What activities were they involved doing?  (see also John 4:1-2) 

 

C. Why does an argument development?                   What is the link to John 2:6? 

 

D. Who is attracting more attention?     How does this affect John’s disciples? 

 

    E.  What is the answer to the confusion raised in this section? (see Acts 19:1-7) 

 

 

III.  The Question of Priority.  (John 3:27-30) 

 

     A.  What is John’s response to the fact that Jesus is attracting more followers?   

 

     B.  Write out I Cor. 4:7.  How would John answer those questions in light of vs. 27? 

 

C. How is the image of Bridegroom and Bride applied in the following passages. . .  

1)  Is. 62:4-5:     2)  II Cor. 11:2: 

3)  Jer. 2:2:     4)  Eph. 5:25-27: 

          5)  Hos. 2:16-20:    6)  Rev. 21:2,9 & 22:17: 

 

D. What application does John make to the fact that Christ is the Bridegroom? 

 

    E.   Identify a specific way you will seek to become less so Christ can increase? 


