
Study Guide for April 10
th

, 2011.  Peter’s Denial of Jesus.  John 18:15-18 & 25-27. 

 

Introduction:  Recall a time you failed after having asserted that you would not fall short 

in that particular way.  What did you learn from the experience?  Is there lasting change? 

 

I.  Peter’s Denial Predicted: 

 

A. Read John 13:36-38 then answer the following. . .  

 

1)  When is this dialog taking place?  What had Jesus done and explained? 

2)  Where is Jesus going?   What is Peter’s response? 

3)  What does Peter assert?   What does Jesus ask and predict? 

 

B. Read Matt. 26:31-35, Mk. 14:27-31, & Luke 22:31-34 then answer the following. . .  

 

1)  What have the different Gospel writers uniquely highlighted?   

         2)  What elements of the story are common in each account? 

 

  C.  How would you describe the attitude of   . . .  Peter?  . . . Jesus? 

 

II.  Peter’s Denial:  The Synoptic Perspective: 

 

   A.  Read Matt. 26:69-75 & Mark 14:66-72 (they are almost identical) then answer. . .  

       

        1)  To whom does Peter respond in . . . the first two denials?    . . .  the third denial? 

        2)  What happens after the third denial?    What slight variation do you note? 

 

  B.  Read Luke 22:54-62.  Note the time indicators.  What does Luke add? (vs. 61) 

 

III.  Peter’s Denial:  John’s Perspective:   

 

  A. The Initial Stage:  (John 18:15-18) 

 

       1)  Who accompanies Peter?      Where do they go?         How do they gain entry? 

       2)  What does the girl on duty say?  How does Peter respond? 

       3)  Why do you think Peter joined those standing around the fire? 

 

  B. The Final Stages:  (John 18:25-27) 

 

1) What is gained by separating the denials with the account of Jesus before Annas? 

2) What do you think the questioners made of Peter’s denials? 

3) According to John, who poses the question that leads to Peter’s third denial? 

 

Conclusion / Lessons: 

A. What does this story teach us about Jesus’ response to the failure of his disciples? 

B. What can we learn from Peter’s failure to guard against succumbing to temptation? 


