
Study Guide for Feb. 28
th

, 2010:  The (not so) Triumphal Entry – John 12:12-19. 

 

Introduction:  What might it have been like to be in New Orleans when the town 

celebrated the recent Super Bowl victory with a parade?  Describe what you’d expect. 

 

I. The People’s Pronouncement:  (John 12:12-13) 

 

   A.  Why had a great crowd gathered in Jerusalem?  Why is this time significant? 

 

B. What do the people do when they hear Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem? 

 

C.  What is the symbolic meaning of palm branches?                           (See Rev. 7:9-10) 

 

   D.  What do the people shout as Jesus appears?  What might they be thinking? 

 

E. Review Psalm 118, especially vs. 22-27.  What insight does this give on the people? 

 

   F.  What title do the people ascribe to Jesus?        (See John 1:49; 18:36-37 & 19:19-22) 

 

II. The King’s (and Savior’s) Humility:  (John 12:14-16) 

 

   A.  How does Jesus approach Jerusalem?    What does this mode communicate? 

 

   B.  Contrast this image of Jesus with . . . I Kings 4:26 . . .  Is. 31:1-3 .  . . Rev. 19:11-16 

 

   C.  Read Zech. 9:9-10.  How would you describe this picture of the coming King? 

 

   D.  When did the disciples grasp the significance of Jesus’ entry on a donkey? 

 

E. What has helped you grasp the significance of Christ’s humble approach? 

 

III .The Crowd’s Confusion:  (John 12:17-18) 

 

A. Describe the two groups of people that compose the crowd with Jesus. 

 

   B.  Why are acclaiming Jesus as the King of Israel?      What might they expect of him? 

 

   C  When have you been disappointed that Jesus did not act in a way you expected? 

 

IV. The Pharisee’s Realization:  (John 12:19)   

 

   A.  Why are the Pharisees mad?        In what sense is the whole world following Jesus? 

 

   B.  Reflect “I know you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted.” (Job 42:2) 

 

  C.  When have you become convinced that nothing can thwart God’s purposes? 


