
Study Guide – Jan. 31
st
, 2010.  Delay, Death and a Demonstration of Power:  Jn 11:1-16 

 

Introduction:  When have delays caused you to doubt God’s love or power? 

 

I.  The Delay.  (John 11:1-6) 

 

   A.  What are we told . . .  about Lazarus?  . . . about Mary?        (See Jn. 12:1-8) 

 

   B.  From Luke 10:38-42, what do we know about this family? 

 

C. How does Jesus reply to the sister’s message that Lazarus is sick? 

 

   D.  What is God’s ultimate purpose from this illness?                     (See also John 9:3-5) 

 

   E.  Why do you think vs. 5-6 are added here?   

 

II. Departure Questioned.  (John 11:7-10) 

 

   A.  What does Jesus suggest to the disciples? (vs. 7)         Describe their reaction. (vs. 8) 

 

B. Think through the  saying Jesus uses to reply to the disciples . . . then answer . . .  

1)  What is meant by the use of ‘twelve hours’? 

2)  What assurance is given by the fact that those who walk will not stumble? 

3)  What warning is implied for those walking at night?   

4)  Apply these lessons to Christ, his disciples, and then to us.    (John 8:12 & 9:4-5) 

 

III. Death and the Opportunity for Belief.  (John 11:11-15) 

 

   A.  What does Jesus now reveal about Lazarus?             How is this described? 

 

B. How do the disciples understand Jesus’ statement? 

 

   C  Why do you think Jesus used the metaphor of sleep to describe death?  (I Cor. 15:55) 

 

   D.  Why is Jesus glad / rejoicing? (vs. 15)                 What will happen to the disciples? 

 

IV. Devotion and/or Despair?  (John 11:16) 

 

   A.  How does Thomas respond to Jesus call to go?        How do you evaluate his words? 

 

   B.  In what sense are Thomas’s words . . . .true?          . . . false?            . . . prophetic? 

 

  C.    Read John 12:24-26 in light of this section.  How does it illustrate what is here? 

 

  D.   Comment on the following quote:  “Thomas looked death in the face and chose  

      death with Jesus rather than life without him.”  (Leon Morris, John, pg. 545.) 


