
Study Guide for March 3
rd

, 2002.  Sola Fide:  Galatians 5:26 - 6:5  Standing Together. 

 

Introduction:   

 

Standing together:  Image of firefighters from Boone County who traveled  to NYC to assist in efforts at 

Ground Zero.  They provided practical help but it was also symbolic of the sentiments of people here in 

Central Missouri to want to help.  In the church we are called to stand together 

 

Review:  2 weeks ago - the sin list.  Last week - the fruit of the Spirit.  Inevitable that those messages had a 

very personal focus.  We looked inward to check for sin and we looked upward to seek the Spirit’s power to 

produce the kind of life that will please God.  Now the focus turns Outward.  Immediately Paul will apply 

these truths (walking by the Spirit) to our corporate life together.  It has to work in the relationships you 

have within the church. 

 

Note in this passage that the focus is “one another”.  From the warning against conceit (that arises from your 

attitude toward others) to the caution against comparing with others (in the context of testing your own 

work) the framework is the relationships within the church - the body of Christ. 

 

SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIANS ARE CALLED TO . . .  

 

1.  Spirit-filled Christians are called to be humble servants not haughty rivals  (Gal. 5:26). 

 

Negatively - Do not become conceited.  Lit. vain-glory, or empty.  Person who is holding an image of self 

which is false or an illusion.  Improper attitude of self inevitably poisons our view of others.   What do any 

of us have (in terms of gifts, abilities, or position) that was not given us from above?   

 

May finds expression by provoking - to call forth into a contest - to stir up what is evil in another.  Arises 

from a sense of superiority.  “I am better than you and I intend to prove it.”  Affirm my conceited opinion. 

 

Finds expression alternatively by envying - resent the fact that you are better than me.  Arises from a sense 

of inferiority.  “I am not as good as you and I wish you were less.” 

 

But the Spirit-filled Christian avoids both by focusing on Christ.  I view myself realistically.  

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  

Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Your attitude 

should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.”  (Philip. 2:3-5)   How could we ever demand recognition or 

honor while following in the footsteps of Christ as described here. 

 

ILLUSTRATION:  How does this happen in the church? People who have an inflated view of themselves 

and seek to prove it either by provoking others (actively) or envying others (passively).  In a church I 

heard about - conflict over the use of space.  Wed. night children’s program vs. Choir practice with limited 

facility space.  Both leaders acted in a way more like the message 2 weeks ago than the message last week.  

Why is it that positive examples are harder to come by?  Five founding folders at Blackhawk.  Rather than 

form a faction - they chose the path of humble service. 

 

How do you view other Christians?  Where do you struggle with a superiority / inferiority complex?  What 

can you do to develop in yourself the attitude and actions of Christ - the humble servant? 

 

2.   Spirit-filled Christians are called to offer correction without condemnation  (Gal. 6:1) 

 

Recognize that this passage provides a summary of a process detailed elsewhere in the N.T.  We discussed 

this a few weeks ago in our S.S. hour and I’ll just mention Matt. 18:15-20, I Cor. 5, Titus 3:9-11 as places 

where the larger process is further explained.  For our purpose this morning realize your responsibility. 

WHAT?  Restore (doesn’t say ignore, overlook, talk to someone else about it, or feel proud b/c you have 

not fallen into that sin). Your aim-through prayer and contact - is to work for the individual’s restoration. 



 

WHO?  You who are spiritual.  That means the Spirit is producing His fruit in your life.  Fine line - am I 

mature enough to engage in this type of ministry?  Honest question.  But don’t let it become a 

rationalization for your failure to act.  None of us are “spiritual” enough.  We all have our shortcomings and 

failures in the past.  It may be that your very failure at that particular point of giving in to sin uniquely 

equips you to be God’s agent of restoration for the brother or sister you have observed. 

 

I recall a seminar at a retreat my Junior year of college where this verse was the text on how to help a 

brother or sister in Christ.  The point was made that God will often bring people into your life - who are 

struggling with a particular sin - and you are the one to work at restoration, b/c you have experienced God’s 

grace in overcoming that particular area of weakness.   

 

So - those who have overcome alcoholism - are uniquely equipped to pray for and encourage someone with 

a drinking problem.  Those who have seen God bring victory over anger and rage are able to encourage 

someone who is struggling at a more preliminary level. 

 

HOW?  Gently.  That expresses God’s grace.  That’s how you would want them to come to you. 

 

             Looking to yourself or you may be tempted.  You share the same propensity 

 

Use Heb. 5:1-3.  Carry out priestly function with the awareness that we are all weak, we have all stumbled.  

In fact, often the fact that I have stumbled in the unique way that I have observed in a brother or sister that 

equips me to offer hope.  God has restored me from that particular sin - I know how to communicate hope 

that God will be able to restore them.  It comes from a first-hand experience of grace. 

 

NOTICE - One of God’s means of grace for overcoming sin - is the efforts of restoration by other members 

of the body of Christ.  (Read James 5:16  “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other 

so that you may be healed.”).  There are some sins that we will only overcome as we receive the help 

(prayer, correction, encouragement) of other - “more spiritual” Christians. 

 

Spirit-filled Christians are on the giving and receiving end of that equation. 

 

APPLICATION:  Have you noticed someone in the body “overcome” “ambushed” by a sin?  How will you 

work to restore that brother or sister.  That is what Spirit-filled Christians are called to do - not just a private 

pursuit of holiness - but a sharing in the (sometimes messy) lives of others within the body. 

 

3.  Spirit-filled Christians are called to care for others without conceit  (Gal. 6:2-3) 

 

Word for burden - a weight which is more than one person should carry (Grk.  Bara - barometer).  More 

general than simply restoration from a sin (as above).  But whatever overwhelms a person by passing 

through this life.  Sorrow, loss, disappointment, concern over some uncertainty in the future, the daily 

responsibilities of life (just getting by can be overwhelming at times). 

 

We need to let others help us carry those burdens (we must admit we are carrying more than we can bear) 

ILLUS. Carrying suitcases - a man thing - wanting to carrying four bags, plus something over the shoulder - 

maybe you can - for 50 feet - but not the quarter mile it takes to get to the car.  Human pride hates to admit 

that we are carrying more than we can handle.  But as we admit - and as we seek to help others carry their 

load.  Life becomes much more bearable. 

 

Fulfill the Law of Christ - see how Paul is tying this into the big themes in Galatians.?  You fulfill the law 

by loving one another.  Gal. 5:6  The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself in love. 

 

So as you help others - as God uses you to help more carrying their load - don’t become conceited.  Always 

the danger of pride rearing its ugly head - even in the purest of actions.  The caution is that as God uses you 



to help others - you may think less of them and more of yourself.  WRONG!  Don’t deceive yourself - apart 

from Christ you can still do NOTHING. 

 

Use Rom. 12:3-5 “For by the grace given to me I say to every one of you:  Do not think of yourself more 

highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of 

faith God has given you.”  We have all received grace - are made in God’s image - and redeemed by Christ.  

Therefore instead of comparing others with a false view of myself, I am called to view others through 

Christ’s eyes. 

 

APPLICATION:  CARE FOR OTHERS (LET OTHERS CARE FOR YOU).  AS YOU DO - MAITAIN A 

SOBER SELF-AWARENESS.  WE ARE WHAT WE ARE BY THE GRACE OF GOD. 

 

4.  Spirit-filled Christians are called to honest self-evaluation without comparison  (Gal. 6:4-5) 

 

Note the call to self-evaluation.  Our ability to really serve others flows out of a healthy and honest 

evaluation of who we are.  We must know our gifts, our abilities, our calling.  Nothing keeps us from 

conceit as does an honest appraisal of who we are.   

 

TESTING YOURSELF:   

 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for 

the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.”  (II Cor. 5:10)  “For we will all stand before God’s 

judgment seat.”  (Rom. 14:10).  Not to decided whether or not we will be accepted into heaven.  That was 

decided by Christ at the cross.  No - to evaluate our service while we were here on earth.  There is much 

about this that I admit I am ignorant about (and will be until it happens ).  But that it will happen is certain.  

Therefore we are called to test ourselves now - repeatedly. 

 

For instance:  As part of your preparation for taking the Lord’s Supper you ought to examine yourself. 

 

I Cor. 11:28  “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.” 

 

There are times when a more thorough examination is  recommended.  II Cor. 13:5  “Examine yourselves to 

see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves.  Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of 

course, you fail the test?”     

 

Use of prayer guide  

 

Take pride.  Not a negative here.  But a positive sense of fulfilling responsibility.  You have completed the 

task assigned to you and should have a sense of satisfaction.  Looking forward to hearing the words of 

Jesus, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

 

Without comparing himself to somebody else.  Great tendency is to focus on others.  Determine our 

standing in relation to others instead of compared with the standard that God has called us to follow.  It is 

totally inappropriate to compare with another Christian.  So many variables - and it only leads to pride.  

Focus on self when we focus on others. 

 

Each one should carry his own load.  Different term than that found in vs. 2.  Here the term is “pack”.  

Something carried by an individual.  Contra.  Vs. 2 where the term means “heavy burden.” 

 

 

 

    


