
Study Guide for January 13
th

, 2002.  Galatians 4:1-11.  Sons Not Slaves 

 

1.  Think back to when you were a teen-ager and living with certain restrictions.  What were some of the 

        things you most looked forward to doing once you gained your independence?  Having gained those  

        freedoms, did you ever have to return to the previous restrictions?  Was that difficult? 

 

 

Recall that Paul is contrasting life under the law with life led by the Spirit.  In chapters 3 & 4 he argues 

that life under the law has become obsolete.  It is not now, nor has it ever been, the way to please God and 

experience the fullness of spiritual life.   Read Chapters 3 & 4 to grasp Paul’s overall instruction. 

 

 

2.  “You were slaves to those who by nature were not gods.”  (vs. 8)  Answer the following. . .  

 

A.  How does Paul describe the experience of spiritual slavery? 

 

B.  To what (or whom) were the Galatians enslaved?   

 

C.  How was this slavery expressed?  What actions were still practiced by the Galatians? 

 

D.  How are people in spiritual slavery today? 

 

 

3.  “No longer a slave, but a son.” (vs. 7)  Answer the following… 

 

A.  What is the experience of a son, when he is a child?   

 

B.  How is the son’s experience different once he becomes an adult? (Note: In Jewish, Greek and  

       Roman society a son went through a culturally accepted ceremony to recognize his passage from  

       childhood to adulthood.  Paul’s reasoning here reflects that cultural pattern.)   

 

C.   What does it mean to you that you are a son of God? 

 

 

4.  “God sent his Son, . . . to redeem those under the law, that we might receive the full rights as sons.” 

 

A.  When did God send his Son into the world?  What do you think this means? 

 

B.  Why was God’s Son able to redeem us? 

 

C.  How should we relate to God the Father now that we are sons through Christ’s redemption? 

 

 

5.  What do the following passages of Scripture teach us about being a son of God? 

 

A.  John 1:12-13: 

 

B.  Rom. 8:12-17: 

 

C.  Eph. 1:3-6: 

 

D.  Heb. 12:4-11:  


