
Study Guide for Sept. 14
th

, 2003.  Such Good Lives.  Deut. 1:19-46  Learning from Past Mistakes. 

 

Introduction:  Describe a spiritual lesson God taught you from a mistake you made in the past. 

 

 

Background:  Read  Numbers 13-14. Imagine you were a teen-ager when these events occurred.  Now you 

are middle-aged with teen-agers of your own.  Complete this paragraph to summarize what you might say to 

your teen-agers, “When God says go, ‘Go!’  The obstacles before us . . .   

 

 

 

I.  Past Provision and Guidance should Guarantee Future Provision and Guidance  (vs. 19-21) 

 

A.  Moses reminds the people that God led them from ______  to  ________  _________  through all 

that  _______  and  ____________ desert. 

 

B.   What command and promise does God reiterate through Moses at this time (vs.21)? 

 

C.  Describe a current situation where you need to be told, “Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged.” 

 

 

II.  Good Information . . .  Bad Conclusion (vs. 22-28) 

 

A.  What was stated the purpose for sending the spies into the land?            What do the spies report? 

 

B.  Evaluate the following conclusions drawn by the people after they hear the report of the spies. 

 

1)    The Lord hates us. 

2)  (The Lord) brought us out of Egypt to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us. 

3)  Our brothers have made us lose heart. 

4)  The people are stronger and taller than we are;  the cities are large, with walls up to the sky. 

 

C.  Describe a time when difficult or imposing circumstances tempted you to draw conclusions about 

God and his purposes that were not true. 

 

 

III.  Appeal Denied (vs. 29-33) 

 

A.  What images does Moses employ to describe God as he attempts to persuade the people? 

 

B.  When have you appealed to someone to trust God?  How did he / she respond?  How did you feel? 

 

 

IV.  The Sentence Pronounced (vs. 34-40) 

 

A.  What consequences did God pronounce following the people’s rebellion?              

 

B.  What consequences lay ahead for Moses? 

 

C.  How is Caleb described?    

  

D.  How could you become more like him? 

 

E.  Who would inherit the land?                              How does this display God’s wisdom and justice? 

V.  Repeated Rebellion Leads to Death  (vs. 41-46) 



 

A.  How would you describe the sincerity of the people’s confession (vs.41)? 

 

B.  What warning does God give the people (vs. 42)? 

 

C.  What does Moses expose as the motive for the Israelites attempt to take the hill country (vs. 43)? 

 

D.  Moses writes, “The Lord paid no attention to your weeping and turned a deaf ear to you.” (vs.45) 

       What does this statement teach you about God? 

 

E.    Comment on the words of Proverbs 1:20-33 in light of God’s response to Israel’s weeping. 

 

  

 

Conclusion:  What positive lesson can you learn from considering the consequences of rebellion?   

 

 

 

Listen to what the writer of Hebrews says, “Who were they who heard and rebelled?  Were they not all 

those Moses led out of Egypt?  And with whom was he angry for forty years?  Was it not with those who 

sinned, whose bodies fell in the desert?  And to whom did God swear to those who disobeyed?  So we see 

that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.  Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest 

still stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to have fallen short of it.  For we also have had the 

gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those 

who heard did not combine it with faith.  Now we who have believed enter that rest.”  (Heb. 3:16-4:3) 


