
Study Guide for September 9
th

, 2007  Characteristics of a strong church -  I Thess. 

 

Introduction:  What makes a church strong or weak?  How is GEFC strong or weak? 

 

This is actually background for a series of messages from II Thessalonians.  In rereading 

I Thessalonians I came across these words, “I charge you before the Lord to have this 

letter read to all the brothers.”  (I Thessalonians. 5:27)  If we are to appreciate Paul’s 

second letter to the church at Thessalonica, we need some background with the first 

letter.  So this study guide will take you through I Thessalonians with some questions. 

 

I.  Read I Thess. 1:1-10:  The Gospel and the Church. 

 

A. Describe the change that occurred in the people who became the church? 

 

B. Give an example of someone who displayed a similar change in coming to faith? 

 

    C.  What might be reasons why this type of change is not more common among those 

          who profess to be Christians? 

 

 

II.  Read I Thess. 2:1-12:  Servants of the Gospel 

 

A. What words would you use to sum up Paul’s ministry among the Thessalonians? 

 

B. Why do you think Paul includes this “defense” in his letter? 

 

C. Give an example of how lack of credibility in spiritual leaders affects the people. 

 

 

III.  Read I Thess. 2:13-16:  Receiving the Gospel 

 

   A.  How did the Thessalonians receive Paul’s message?           How should we? 

 

   B.  How would this kind of attitude be reflected in churches today? 

 

   C.  What example did the Thessalonians emulate?  Who might similarly help us? 

 

 

IV.  Read I Thess. 2:17-3:10:  Growth amidst Opposition to the Gospel 

 

A. What seemingly disrupted Paul’s work of starting the church (see Acts 17:1-9)? 

 

  B.  What is Paul’s concern for the Thessalonians?    

       What might be some of the concerns today, in our culture, for new believers? 

 

 C.   What report does Timothy bring back to Paul?       How does Paul react to this news? 



V.  Read I Thess. 3:11-13:  Prayer for the recipients of the Gospel. 

 

A. What does Paul pray for God to do in the Thessalonians? 

 

    B.  How do your prayers for others compare?   What can you learn from Paul’s prayer? 

 

 

VI.  Read I Thess. 4:1-12:  Lives that reflect the Gospel. 

 

   A.  Describe Paul’s tone in vs. 1-2.     What does he encourage the Thessalonians to do?   

 

   B.  What does Paul command in vs. 3-8?   List some specific applications for our day? 

 

  C.  Summarize what Paul teaches about love in vs. 9-10?    What does he urge of them? 

 

  D.  What is the goal of our work in vs. 11-12?          What answer does our culture give? 

 

 

VII.   Read I Thess. 4:13-5:11:  Ultimate Comfort from the Gospel. 

 

A. Note that both sections (4:13-18 & 5:1-11) conclude with Paul’s charge to 

      encourage one another on the basis of what he has just written.  Complete. . .  

 

      1.   I Thess 4:13-18.  A Christian can have hope in the face of death because . . .  

 

        2.  I Thess. 5:1-11.   A Christian can be ready for Christ’s return by . . .  

 

B. What first comes to your mind when you think of death and the return of Christ? 

 

C. How could you encourage other Christians with the truth in these verses?  

 

 

VII.  Read I Thess. 5:12-22.  A Church that embodies the Gospel. 

 

A. How should Christians treat one another in the church?  (vs. 12-15) 

 

B. How should Christians respond to God?  (vs. 16-18) 

 

C. How should Christians respond to good and evil?   How do they know?  (vs. 19-21) 

 

 

VIII.  Read I Thess 5:23-28:  Prayer and the progress of the Gospel. 

 

   A.   What does Paul pray for the Thessalonians?                        Why is he confident? 

 

   B.   What does Paul request prayer for?      Describe Paul’s relationship with them? 


