
Study Guide for March 28
th

, 2004  Series:  The Spreading Flame.    Acts 6:1-7 Division of Labor 

 

Introduction:  Describe a business or organization that benefited from a good division of responsibilities. 

 

 

I.  Differences:  (vs. 1) 

 

A.   How would you assess the health of the church from the description in vs. 1? 

 

       B.    Review and summarize the guidelines regarding which widows received help.  (I Tim. 5:3-16) 

 

C.  Is complaining ever helpful? (Ex. 16:1-9, Num. 14:1-4, I Cor. 10:10, Phil. 2:14-16, I Pt. 4:8-10) 

 

D.  Grecian Jews had grown up outside of Palestine and spoke Greek whereas the Hebraic Jews spoke  

       Aramaic and held different cultural values.  The grievance in question may have been a symptom           

       of larger tensions between the groups.  Earlier prejudices may now be reasserting themselves. 

       What cultural prejudices have you observed within the Church? 

 

  

II.  Decisions:  (vs. 2-4) 

 

A.  Restate in your own words the concern raised by the Twelve. 

 

B.  What proposal do the Twelve recommend?     What wisdom you see in their solution? 

 

C.  Instead of administering the daily distribution of food, what will the Twelve focus on? 

 

       D.   Read Eph. 4:11-16.  How are the principles listed there illustrated in this proposal? 

 

 

III.  Deacons:  (vs. 5-6) 

 

A.  Who chose the seven men and what qualities (vs. 3) were used in their selection? 

 

B.  The men are not specifically called deacons, but are engaged in service.  Was their service more  

       or less important than the service rendered by the twelve apostles? 

 

C.  What seems to be the significance of laying on of hands with prayer?  (Acts 13:1-3, I Tim. 5:22) 

 

      D.    What service are you rendering on behalf of Christ’s body?  (see Rom. 12:3-8, I Pet. 4:10-11) 

 

 

IV.  Disciples (increasing):  (vs. 7) 

 

A.  What was the result of this division of labor within the body of Christ in Jerusalem? 

 

       B.    Note the context of subsequent summary statements in Acts (9:31, 12:24, 16:5, 19:20, 28:30-31). 

 

C.  Comment on the report that, “A large number of priests became obedient to the faith.”  “There  

       were perhaps as many as 8,000 ordinary priests and 10,000 Levites who regularly served at the  

              temple.” (Longenecker pg. 333) 

 

       D.   How could Grace EFC have a better division of labor?   How would that effect our witness? 


