
Study Guide for Oct 26
th

, 2008.  World without sin.  Gen 2:4-17. 

 

Introduction:  What might our world be like if sin had not entered it?  Give examples. 

 

 

I.  The Conditions:  (Gen 2:4b – 6) 

 

    A.  Note that the land is described by what is not present.  List these negatives. 

 

    B.  Compare these conditions with the description at Gen. 3:18.  What can you deduce?   

 

 

II.  The Formation of Man:  (Gen. 2:7) 

 

A. With what does God make man? 

B. What verbs are used to describe the process? 

C. How is the image of God, the potter, developed? (see Job 10:9-12 & Is. 64:8) 

D. What are some of the implications for us given this account of our formation? 

    E.   What can believers in Christ anticipate in their future formation? (I Cor. 15:44-49) 

 

III.  The Garden:  (Gen 2:8-9) 

 

A. Garden means an enclosure or sheltered place surrounded by a wall. 

B. Eden means luxuriance, a landscape characterized by water and moisture            

C. How are the quality and quantity of trees described? 

    D.  What are the implications that God created such a place for the man to live in? 

    E.  What was the purpose and meaning of the tree of life?  

          (see  Prov. 3:18, 11:30, 13:12, 15:4 and Ezek. 47:12, Rev. 22:1-2) 

 

IV.  The River:  (Gen. 2:10-14) 

 

    A.  What does the river provide?        How does it divide after passing through Eden? 

 

    B.  Note how the image of a river from God is used in the following references. 

      

     1)  Ps. 46:4:    2)  Ezek. 47:1-12:            3)  Rev. 22:1-2: 

 

    C.  How did God later instruct the Israelites to use gold and onyx?  (see Ex. 28:9-14) 

 

V.  The Commission and the Command:  (Gen. 2:15-17) 

 

   A.  What is God’s stated purposes for placing the man in the Garden?   (Note the verbs) 

   B.  Given that this commission was made before sin came, how should we view work? 

   C.  What provision does God make for the man?         What does this reveal about God?  

   D.  What prohibition does God give the man? What consequences are explained? 

   E.   What does this prohibition reveal about God’s intent for his relationship with man? 


