
Study Guide for July 3
rd

, 2005.  The God of Justice.  Malachi 2:17-3:5 

 

Introduction:  How would you respond to a person’s complaint that God seems unfair? 

 

 

I.    Trying God’s Patience:  (Mal. 2:17) 

 

A. What does Malachi here accuse the people of doing?       How is this done today? 

 

       B.   What are the people accusing God of when they say . . . 

   1)  “. . . All who do evil are good in the eyes of the Lord, and he is pleased.” 

 

2) “. . . Where is the God of Justice?” 

 

       C.  Read and reflect on Ps. 73.  What conclusion did Asaph make when he  

      considered the prosperity of the wicked? When have you felt this way? 

 

II.   Prepartion for God’s Arrival:  (Mal. 3:1) 

 

A. In response to the people’s criticism, God promises to . . .  

1) Send my  _______________,  who will _______  ___  ____  ___  ___ . 

 

2) Suddenly  ___ _____ you are seeking will ____ to ____ ______. 

 

B. What does Isaiah 40:3-5 predict about preparation for God’s arrival? 

 

C. How were these promises fulfilled?  (see Matt. 3:3, 11:10, Mk. 1:3, Lk. 3:4-6) 

 

D. When have you been surprised by the way God fulfilled a promise in your life? 

 

III.  Purification by the Lord:  (Mal. 3:2-4) 

 

A. What will the Lord do when he arrives?           Why? (relate this to Mal. 1:6-14) 

 

B. What can you learn from the images of the refiner’s fire and launderer’s soap? 

 

C. How has God been at work to purify your life?    

 

IV.  Judgment by the Lord:  (Mal. 3:5) 

 

A. List the sins mentioned that God will testify against?         How do we stack up? 

 

       B.   The people had called for justice.(Mal. 2:17)   Did they get what they expected? 

 

C.   Read and reflect on II Pet. 3:8-13.  What lessons can we learn from these words 

of Peter and the teaching from this passage by Malachi about God’s justice? 


