
Study Guide for June 26
th

, 2005.  Do Not Break Faith!  Mal. 2:10-16. 

 

Introduction:  Most Christians clearly understand that the Bible views marriage as sacred 

(divorce is only permitted for unfaithfulness and abandonment). Yet the divorce rate 

among Christians is almost the same as among non-Christians.  How do you explain such 

an occurrence?                  Do the Christians you know have a reputation for faithfulness? 

 

I.    Inter faith marriages must stop.  (Mal. 2:10-12a) 

A. Consider the rhetorical questions in vs. 10 then fill in the blanks. 

1) The people of Israel are to recognize that they have ____   _________. 

2) The people of Israel were created by ____    ________. 

3) Because of their relationship to God, Israel was to not _____   ______. 

 

B. Yet Malachi charges the people with breaking faith in vs. 11.  How? 

 

C. Read Ezra 9 – 10.  What problem does Ezra face?  How does he confront it? 

 

D. Read Neh. 13:23-28.  What problem does Nehemiah face?  How does he face it? 

 

E. Do you think it is ever right for a Christian to marry to a non-Christian?  How 

does  II Cor. 6:14-7:1 relate to this question?  What has been your observation of 

the impact of a mixed marriage between a Christian and a non-Christian? 

 

II. Pagan styles of worship must not be employed.  (Mal. 2:12b-13) 

 

A. According to vs. 13 Israel of guilty of what two offenses? 

1) 

2) 

  

B. Describe the pagan worship recorded in I Kings 18:26-30.  How did the priests of  

Baal think they would get the attention of their gods?  (see also Ezek. 8:15) 

 

C. What is at the heart of worship that pleases God (see I Sam. 15:22-23,  

      Mt. 5:23-24, Eph. 5:19-20, Col. 3:16-17) 

 

III. Marriage with your wife must be maintained.  (Mal. 2:14-16)  

 

A. What insights can you make from the terms wife of your youth and partner? 

 

B. Marriage is defined as a covenant.  What are some implications (see Prov. 2:17) 

 

C. The Lord is described as the witness between you and the wife of your youth. 

What might this mean if God says he will enforce or guarantee the covenant? 

 

D. Summarize God’s position on divorce (see also Matt. 5:31-32, 19:1-9).  How do 

these passages help us develop a response to divorce and those involved? 


