
Study Guide for August 23
rd

, 2009.  Life of Abraham:  Circumcision (II) Gen. 17:15-27 

 

Introduction:  When have you sensed an urgent need to obey a prompting from God? 

What were the circumstances?          How did you respond?          What was the outcome? 

 

I.  A joint-heir:  (Gen. 17:15-16) 

 

A. God changes another name.  The old name was _____ ;  The new name is ______. 

 

    B.  Both names are variants meaning princess.  The birth name probably looks back on  

    her noble descent, whereas her covenantal name looks ahead to her noble descendants. 

 

    C.  What does God promise regarding Sarah?        Who will come from her? 

 

    D.  How should Abraham view his wife given this development?            (See I Pet. 3:7) 

 

II.  A response of . . . doubt, alternative suggestion, and finally faith:  (Gen. 17:17-18) 

 

    A.  What is Abraham’s physical response?              What does this indicate? (See 17:3) 

 

    B.  What does Abraham think?                               (Relate Ps. 94:11 & 139:2) 

 

    C.  What does Abraham say to God?      Why do you think he makes this request? 

 

D. Read Rom 4:18-21 in light of these verses.   What is Abraham’s ultimate response? 

 

III.  An answer from God:  (Gen. 17:19-22) 

 

A. What clarification does God give to Abraham’s unspoken questions?   

 

    B.  What blessing does God promise for Ishmael?                           (See Gen. 25:12-18) 

 

    C.  What is to be the name of the son born to Sarah?  (See Gen. 18:9-15 & 21:6-7)       

 

    D.  Which son will carry on the covenant?   (See Rom. 9:6-9 and relate to these verses) 

 

IV.  A response of obedience:  (Gen. 17:23-27) 

      

    A.  When does Abraham carry out God’s directives to circumcise?  (Note vs. 23 & 26)  

 

    B.  Who is included in the sacred act of circumcision? 

 

    C.   How old was Ishmael?        How old was Abraham?        What does this teach us? 

 

D. Circumcision, like baptism, is an outward sign of an inward reality.  Abraham had 

believed God (Gen. 15:6), but now he expresses that faith.      (See James 2:14-24) 



 


