
Study Guide for July 26
th

, 2009.  Life of Abraham:  The Covenant – Genesis 15:7-21. 

 

Introduction: 

 

 

I.  God’s promise and Abram’s question:  (Gen. 15:7-8) 

 

     A.  What promise had God reaffirmed in vs. 1-6?  What promise does he repeat here? 

 

     B.  Compare (vs. 7) with God’s words in Ex. 20:2.        What is similar and different? 

 

C. What is Abram’s response? (vs. 8)  How do you interpret it in light of Gen. 15:6? 

 

     D.  Comment on the following quote, “Complaint and faith are not antithetical;  

           complaint is based on taking God seriously.”  (Waltke, Genesis, pg. 243) 

           Consider the examples of Gideon – Judges 6:17-18 and Mary – Luke 1:34-37. 

 

II.   God’s instruction and Abram’s compliance:  (Gen. 15:9-11) 

 

     A.  What does God ask Abram to bring?     How old are the animals? 

 

     B.  What does Abram do with the animals?    (See Lev. 1:14-17 for the birds) 

 

C. When a covenant was made between two parties, the seriousness of the commit- 

ment was enacted symbolically by cutting the animals in two.  The two parties  

would step between the parts and recite their oath.  The idea is that if either  

party violates the covenant, his fate will be like that of the cloven animals. 

 

     D.  What happens next? (vs. 11)       What is the significance?  

 

III.   God’s delay and ultimate revelation:  (Gen. 15:12-16) 

 

A. What happens to Abram as the sun is going down?         (See also Ex. 19:18, 20:18) 

 

B. What does God reveal to Abram in this night vision?               (See also Acts 7:6-7) 

 

C. How would that prophecy be fulfilled in Abram’s descendants?  When? 

 

    D.  What is God waiting for?          What does this say about God? (See Lev. 18:24-28) 

 

IV.   God’s covenant and assurance:  (Gen. 15:17-21) 

    

    A. What does Abram encounter?      What does God say?         What does it all mean? 

 

B. How has God been teaching you that the fulfillment of his purposes in your life are 

dependent not upon your works, but solely upon his faithfulness?    (see Ps. 57:1-3) 


