Wisdom: SEEKER or SLUGGARD: A study of contrasts in the book of Proverbs.

I. The Benefits promised to SEEKERS.
1:33 “Whoever listens to me will live in safety and be at ease, without fear of harm.”
2:1-6 “My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning
your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, and if you call out for
insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for
it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the
knowledge of God. For the Lord gives wisdom, from his mouth come knowledge and
understanding.
3:1-2 “My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they
will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity.”
3:13-18 “Blessed is the man who finds wisdom, the man who gains understanding, for
she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold. She is more
precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her. Long life is in her right
hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. Her ways are pleasant ways and all her paths
are peace. She is a tree of life to those who embrace her; those who lay hold of her will
be blessed.”
4:20-22 “My son, pay attention to what I say; listen closely to my words. Do not let
them out of your sight keep them within your heart; for they are life to those who find
them and health to a man’s whole body.”
6:20-23 “My son, keep your father’s commands and do not forsake your mother’s
teaching. Bind them upon your heart forever; fasten them around your neck. When you
walk, they will guide you; when you sleep, they will watch over you; when you awake,
they will speak to you. For these commands are a lamp, this teaching is a light, and the
corrections of discipline are the way to life.”
8:6-11 “Listen, for I have worthy things to say; I open my lips to speak what is right.
My mouth speaks what is true, for my lips detest wickedness. All the words of my mouth
are just; none of them is crooked or perverse. To the discerning all of them are right;
they are faultless to those who have knowledge. Choose my instruction instead of silver,
knowledge rather than choice gold, for wisdom is more precious than rubies, and nothing
you desire can compare with her.
9:1-6 “Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn out its seven pillars. She has prepared
her meat and mixed her wine; she has also set her table. She has sent out her maids, and
she calls from the highest point of the city. Let all who are simple come in here! She
says to those who lack judgment. Come, eat my food and drink the wine I have mixed.
Leave your simple ways and you will live; walk in the way of understanding.”

II. The Consequences of being a SLUGGARD.
6:6-11 “Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! It has no
commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its
food at harvest. How long will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from
your sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest—and
poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.”
10:4-5 “Lazy hands make a man poor, but diligent hands bring wealth. He who gathers
crops in summer is a wise son, but he who sleeps during harvest is a disgraceful son.”
10:26 ‘As vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, so is a sluggard to those who send
him.”
12:27 “The lazy man does not roast his game, but the diligent man prizes his
possessions.”
13:4 “The sluggard craves and gets nothing, but the desires of the diligent are fully
satisfied.
15:19 “The way of the sluggard is blocked with thorns, but the path of the upright is a
highway.”
18:9 “One who is slack in his work is brother to one who destroys.”
19:24 “The sluggard buries his hand in the dish; he will not even bring it back to his
mouth.”
20:4 “A sluggard does not plow in season; so at harvest time he looks but finds nothing.”
21:25 “The sluggard’s craving will be the death of him, because his hands refuse to
work.”
22:13 “The sluggard says, “There is a lion outside! Or, “I will be murdered in the
streets!”
24:30-34 “I went past the field of the sluggard, past the vineyard of the man who lacks
judgment; thorns had come up everywhere, the ground was covered with weeds, and the
stone wall was in ruins. I applied my heart to what I observed and learned a lesson from
what I saw: A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest—and
poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.”
26:13-16 The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the road, a fierce lion roaming the
streets! As a door turns on its hinges, so a sluggard turns on his bed. The sluggard buries
his hand in the dish; he is too lazy to bring it back to his mouth. The sluggard is wiser in
his own eyes than seven men who answer discreetly.”

